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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed on Jun. 30, 2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 14 recites the limitation "the assigned telephone number" in line 2. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Speeney et 
al [US 6,570,983 B1]. 
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Regarding claim 14, Speeney et al teach a method of identifying an incoming 
caller, the method comprising the steps of: 

(1) identifying the assigned telephone number from which a telephone 
call originates [Fig. 4; col. 7, lines 54-61]; 

(2) checking a storage location for at least one announcement 
associated with the assigned telephone number, wherein the at least one 
associated announcement is recorded in the incoming caller's own voice [Figs. 3-4, 
step 440; col. 8, lines 35-40; col. 6, lines 17-28]; 

(3) selecting (i.e. retrieving) a first associated announcement from at least one 
announcement associated with the assigned telephone number [ Fig. 4, step 460; col. 
8, lines 36-39]; and 

(4) playing the selected first associated announcement [Fig. 4, step 470; col. 8, 
lines 39-42]. 

6. Claims 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fleck 
et al [US 6,728,354 B1]. 

Regarding claim 15, Fleck et al teach a method of identifying an incoming caller, 
the method comprising the steps of: 

storing a plurality of announcements in a first memory location (8) [Figs. 1 , 2A, 
2B;col. 3, lines 46-64; col. 4, lines 10-19; col. 7, lines 18-23]; 

associating and plurality of announcements with a particular caller's 
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telephone number [ Figs. 1, 2A, 2B; col. 7, lines 28-34; col. 7, line 63 to col. 8, line 2]; 

monitoring a telephone line for an incoming call from the particular caller's 
telephone number [col. 7, lines 28]; 

selecting, upon receipt of the incoming call from the particular caller's telephone 
number at a call-receiving party's telephone, a first announcement from the plurality of 
announcements associated with the particular caller's telephone number [Figs. 1, 2A, 
2B; col. 7, lines 28-34; col. 7, line 61 to col. 8, line 2] ; and 

playing the first announcement in lieu of the call-receiving party's telephone 
ringing [Figs. 1 , 2B; col. 8, lines 3-1 1]. 

Claim 1 6 is essentially similar to claim 1 5 except for at least three aural 
announcements. Fleck et al teach the method suing multiple announcements that 
includes at least three aural announcements [col. 7, line 61 to col. 8, line 2]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-3, 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fleck et al [US 6,728,353 B1] in view of Ojiro [US 6,748,075 B2]. 
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Regarding claim 1 , Fleck et al teach a system for identifying an incoming caller to 
a call-receiving party, the system comprising: 

(1) means for identifying a telephone number from which an 

incoming call has been placed [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 46-64; col. 4, lines 10-19; col. 7, 
lines 18-23]; 

(2) means for associating a plurality of aural announcements with the identified 
telephone number, wherein the plurality of aural announcements identify the incoming 
caller to the call-receiving party [Fig. 1; col. 7, lines 28-34; col: 7, line 63 to col. 8, line 
2]. 

Fleck et al do not teach means for selecting and playing, upon receipt of the 
incoming call, a first one of the plurality of aural announcement in response to receipt 
of a first selected ring pulse, 

Ojiro teaches a telephone that reads out caller information between rings shown 
in Fig. 1, having means (i.e. Output-Time Monitor 16) for selecting the playing, upon 
receipt of an incoming call, a first one of the plurality of aural announcement in 
response to receipt a first selected ring pulse, and for selecting and playing a second 
one of the plurality of aural announcement in response to receipt of a second ring pulse 
[Figs. 1 -4; col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 1 , lines 48]. 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the teachings of Ojiro with Fleck et al in order to enhance 
caller identification service for unregistered callers [Ojiro; col. 1, lines 24-25]. 

Regarding claim 2, Fleck et al teach a system for identifying an incoming caller to 
a call-receiving party, the system comprising: 

means for storing a first plurality of selectable announcements [Fig. 1; col. 3, 
lines 46-64; col. 4, lines 10-19; col. 7, lines 18-23; col. 4, lines 25-30]; 

means for detecting connection of a first telephone call to a 
telephone line of the call-receiving party [Fig. 1; col. 7, lines 17-28]; 

means for determining a telephone number of the first telephone call upon the 
detecting means detecting connection of the first telephone call to the telephone line of 
the call-receiving party [Fig. 1; col. 3, lines 3-24]; 

means for associating the first plurality of selectable announcements with the 
telephone number of the first telephone call [Fig. 1; col. 7, line 61 to col. 8, line 10]. 

Ojiro teaches a telephone that reads out caller information between rings shown 
in Fig. 1 , having means (i.e. Output-Time Monitor 16) for selecting the playing, upon 
receipt of an incoming call, a first one of the plurality of aural announcement in 
response to receipt a first selected ring pulse, and for selecting and playing a second 
one of the plurality of aural announcement in response to receipt of a second ring pulse 
[Figs. 1-4; col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 1 , lines 48]. 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the teachings of Ojiro with Fleck et al in order to enhance 
caller identification service for unregistered callers [Ojiro; col. 1, lines 24-25]. 

Claim 6 is essentially similar to claim 2 except for a system for aurally identifying 
an incoming caller before answering a telephone. Fleckk et al teach a system shown in 
Fig. 1, for aurally identifying an incoming caller before answering a telephone [Figs. 1, 
2A, 2B; col. 7, line 16 to col. 8, line 25]. 

Regarding claims 3 and 7, the limitations are shown above. 

9. Claims 4-5, 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
the combination of Fleck et al and Ojiro as applied to claims 2, 3 and 6 above, and 
further in view of McAllister et al [US 6,385,584 B1]. 

Regarding claim 4, the combination of Fleck et al and Ojiro does not teach 
expressly using a single selecting means to select an aural announcement from a 
plurality of selectable announcements randomly. 

McAllister et al teach using a single selecting means(106) to randomly or 
pseudo-randomly select an aural announcement from a group of selectable 
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announcements [Fig. 1; col. 3, line 61 to col. 4, line 49; col. 6, lines 1-19; col. 7, lines 

8- 40; col. 2, lines 40-64; col. 3, lines 12-24]. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the teachings of McAllister et al with Ojiro and Fleck et al in 
order to enhance user interaction and minimize frustration [McAllister et al; col. 2, lines 

9- 14]. 

Regarding claims 5, 8-13, the limitations are shown above. 

10. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fleck et 
al as applied to claim 16 above, and further in view of McAllister et al [US 6,385,584 
B1]. 

Regarding claim 17, Fleck et al do not teach expressly using a single selecting 
means to select an aural announcement from a plurality of selectable announcements 
pseudo-randomly. 

McAllister et al teach using a single selecting means(106) to pseudo-randomly 
select an aural announcement from a group of selectable announcements [Fig. 1 ; col. 
3, line 61 to col. 4, line 49; col. 6, lines 1-19; col. 7, lines 8-40; col. 2, lines 40-64; col. 3, 
lines 12-24]. 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the teachings of McAllister et al with Fleck et al in order to 
enhance user interaction and minimize frustration [McAllister et al; col. 2, lines 9-14]. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

(i) Birckbichler [US 5,796,806] teaches providing spoken identification of a 
telephone caller [Figs. 1-2; Abstract]; and 

(ii) Beasley et al [US 6,804,443 B1] teach a method for dynamic message 
delivery based upon the identification of an originating caller [Figs. 1-9; Abstract]. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramnandan Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7529. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH (8:00-5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on 571-272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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